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Jahveh became thought of as the only God whom an Israelite ought to worship. Even David, especially attached as he was to the worship of Jahveh, regretted that, on passing beyond Jordan, he would have to worship other gods.
After a chapter devoted to the method by which those who consulted the oracle of Jahveh proceeded, a subject rendered almost hopelessly obscure by the fact that even as far back as the fifth century B.C. no one knew very clearly what the Ephod or the Urim and Thummim really were, Renan passes on to describe the state of society in Palestine during the period known as that of the Judges, and of which we have a series of sketches in the extremely interesting book known by that name. There was still nothing like a large national life. The tribe of Judah is hardly mentioned in the Judges at all. It was a time of isolated wars, isolated aggressions, isolated resistances. The Judges were dictators selected for some momentary purpose, and the heads of small confederations which dissolved when the work of aggression or resistance was over. Here and there we see attempts to introduce something like royalty, attempts like that which afterwards more or less succeeded in the case of Saul. Some families